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Recordkeeping — — 
ments under Federal Laws 


As a guide to businessmen, the Fed- 
eral Register publishes from time to 
time a complete list of all of the gen- 
erally applicable provisions of federal 
laws and regulations relating to the 
retention of records by the public. 
This compilation is designed to show 
(1) what published requirements there 
are on the keeping of records re- 
quired by federal law, (2) what rec- 
ords must be kept and who must keep 
them, and (3) how long they must 
be kept. 

While the list adds nothing to the 
requirements of existing law, it serves 
as a ready reference guide to the rec- 
ordkeeping obligations imposed on 
businessmen and the public generally 
by existing federal statutes. 

The Federal Register of April 8 con- 
tains such a list effective as of the end 
of 1954. The list is arranged alpha- 
betically by the names of the de- 
partments or major agencies imposing 
or having a special interest in the 
requirements, and thereunder by the 
government bureau or office immedi- 
ately concerned. An index to the list 
is also included. 

Included in the list are all record- 
keeping requirements for handlers of 
particular commodities under the Ag- 
ricultural Marketing Service, handlers 
and shippers of seeds under the Fed- 
eral Seed Act and importers of sugar 

(Please turn to page 189) 


Canned Fruits under Sec. 402 


The Foreign Operations Adminis- 
tration on April 11 announced au- 
thorization to the United Kingdom 
totaling 83 million for the purchase 
of canned pears and/or canned mixed 
fruit (fruit cocktail) under provisions 
of Section 402 of the Mutual Security 
Act of 1954, 

The authorization is designated 
Purchase Authorization 57-1312-00- 
50-5157. The final date for contracts 
under this authorization is August 31. 
Shipments must be completed by Oc- 
tober 31. 


Labor Department Called on To State Its Position 
on Proposals To Curtail Exemptions in Wage-Hour Law 


Public hearings on amendments to the wage-hour law began April 14 
before a subcommittee of the Senate Committee on Labor and Public 
Welfare with Secretary of Labor James P. Mitchell presenting the Ad- 
ministration’s recommendations for an increase in the minimum wage 
to 90 cents an hour and for two “simple, modest and progressive” ex- 
tensions in the coverage of the Act. The Secretary made no proposal 


Canning Industry Research 


Research and development in the 
canning industry will be featured in 
a show entitled “Food Research,” on 
the “Science in Action” program over 
San Francisco’s station KRON-TV at 
7 p.m. Monday, April 25, PST. 

The script of the half-hour program 
has been in preparation for several 
weeks, with members of the staff of 
the N. C. A. Western Branch Labora- 
tory assisting the studio staff. Movies 
have been taken in the Berkeley lab- 
oratory, and live and movie demon- 
strations of laboratory techniques and 
cannery operations will place partic- 
ular emphasis on processing and qual- 
ity factors. 

Host on the program will be Dr. 
Earl S. Herald, Curator of Aquatic 
Biology, California Academy of Sci- 
ence, and the guest scientist inter- 
viewed will be Dr. Ira I. Somers, As- 
sociate Director of the N.C.A. West- 
ern Branch Laboratory. 

“Science in Action” has an esti- 
mated listening audience of 1,600,000. 
The program, which has won numer- 
ous awards, is now in its fifth year. 


FDA Statement on Contents 
Declarations for Oysters 


The Food and Drug Administration 
has issued a statement of interpreta- 
tion clarifying its position on weight 
contents declarations for canned oys- 
ters. The statement makes it clear 
that packers of canned oysters may 
market their products with the label 
declaration of weight referring to the 
total weight of the contents of the con- 

(Please turn to page 190) 


with reference to the seasonal ex- 
emptions now contained in the law. 


The areas in which the Secretary 
recommended a broadening of the 
coverage of the Act are in the fields 
of what is termed multi-state enter- 
prises such as department and variety 
stores, grocery and motion picture 
chains, hotel systems, and loan com- 
panies. He also proposed that enter- 
prises that do most of their business 
in interstate commerce but have some 
employees who are not subject to the 
Act be brought completely within the 
coverage of the law. 


The Secretary justified an increase 
in the minimum wage to 90 cents an 
hour on the basis that this repre- 
sented the same relative increase in 
the minimum wage to current wage 
levels as did the increase to 75 cents 
an hour in 1949. The Secretary stated 
that his recommendations constituted 
the full Administration proposal for 
amendment of the law. 


The subcommittee chairman, Sen- 
ator Paul H. Douglas (III.), however, 
requested Secretary Mitchell to pre- 
pare for the subcommittee an analysis 
of the various bills that have been 
submitted to amend the law. He asked 
particularly for an analysis of the 
Lehman and Murrsy bills. These two 
bills would make substantial amend- 
ments in the present law and would 
curtail or eliminate the present sea- 
sonal exemptions applicable to the 
agricultural and fishery processing 
industries. 


In addition to an analysis of these 
proposals, Chairman Douglas asked 
that the Labor Department state its 
position with respect to each of the 
various amendments. Secretary 
Mitchell said that such an analysis 
would be prepared. Thus the Admin- 

(Please turn to page 190) 
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Information Letter 


FAS Administrator 


Gwynn Garnett, director of foreign 
trade development for the American 
Farm Bureau Federation, has been 
appointed Administrator of the For- 
eign Agricultural Service in the U. 8. 
Department of Agriculture, effective 
April 15. 

Mr. Garnett has been particularly 
active in programs and policies influ- 
encing foreign agricultural develop- 
ment and foreign agricultural trade. 
He has held important U. S. agricul- 
tural positions in Western Europe and 
has traveled extensively in the Far 
East. In his most recent position, 
as member of the legislative staff of 
the Farm Bureau, he played a leading 
part in the development and promo- 
tion of the Agricultural Trade De- 
velopment and Assistance Act of 1954 
(P. L. 480). 

William G. Lodwick, Administrator 
of the FAS, will become U. S. agricul- 
tural attache to Mexico. 


Citrus Fruit Production 


The 1954-55 production of oranges 
is 5 percent above the 1953-54 crop, 
and the grapefruit crop is about 12 
percent less than last season’s crop, 
according to the Crop Reporting Board 
of USDA. 

Total orange production for this 
season is indicated at 132.8 million 
boxes, of which 23.5 million boxes are 
Valencias in California. 

The grapefruit crop is estimated at 
42.6 million boxes. 

California lemons are forecast at 
13.8 million boxes, compared with 16.1 
million boxes obtained in 1953-54. 


Snap Beans for Processing 


A decrease of about 9 percent from 
last year’s plantings of snap beans 
for processing is indicated for 1955, 
according to the Crop Reporting Board 
of USDA. This prospective decrease 
from the 1954 planted acreage is based 
on reports received from processors 
in late March and early April giving 
information on the acreage they in- 
tend to contract or plant in 1955. 


If these early season acreage pros- 
pects materialize, the 1955 plantings 
of snap beans for processing will total 
144,250 acres. This compares with a 
revised estimate of 158,470 acres 
planted in 1954 and the 1944-53 aver- 
age of 131,260 acres. 

Abandonment of planted acreage 
averaged about 4 percent annually 
during the past 10 years. If this loss 
is assumed for 1955, about 138,500 


acres would be harvested in 1955. This 
compares with a revised estimate of 
151,500 acres harvested in 1954 and 
the average of 125,410 acres. 


10-year 1054 1955 Percent 

ave. Re- Indi- change 

State 1044-53 cated from 
1054 

(acres) (ares) (acres) revised 

Maine...... 2,870 2,500 2,000 +4 
25,200 39,100 34,000 —12 
Pu. 4,920 6,200 5,000 10 
7.140 8.100 5,800 — 28 
Wis... 11,970 16,500 15,300 —7 
re 760 200 200 0 
Del... 1,960 2,450 2,500 +2 
Md... 11,450 13.100 13,100 0 
=a 30 4,000 3,800 — 5 
2,230 3,100 3,000 — 3 
1,900 500 400 

ROO 
10.300 14,600 11.200 
Tenn. 5.110 7.600 7,200 — 5 
8 1,600 1,400 1,400 0 
9,040 3,000 4,000 +11 
„„ 1,450 1,150 1,100 — 4 
Okla. 4.470 1,700 1,700 0 
. 7,170 7,000 7,000 0 
1,460 1,700 1,400 —18 
ee 530 600 600 0 
2,240 3,200 2,400 —25 
Oregon 5,950 9,600 10,100 +5 
1,560 3,200 2,800 —12 

Other states’. 5,310 7,170 7,050 — 1.7 


144,250 — 9.0 


1 Idaho, IIl., Ind., lowa, Ky., Minn. Nebr., 
N. II., N. J., N. XI., Ohio, V.., and Wyo. 


U. 8. Total. 131,260 158,470 


Cabbage for Kraut 


Contract acreage of kraut cabbage 
in prospect for 1955, including pack- 
ers’ own plantings, is about 20 percent 
less than was planted under contract 
in 1954 and 22 percent less than the 
10-year average, according to the Crop 
Reporting Board of USDA. If these 
early season prospects materialize, the 
1955 contract plantings for kraut will 
total 7,840 acres compared with 9,770 
acres in 1954 and an average of 10,060 
acres for the 1944-53 period. 


At this time, information is not 
available regarding the tonnage that 
kraut packers intend to purchase on 
the open market in 1955. Last year 
the equivalent open market acreage 
represented about 40 percent of the 
total planted acreage. For the pre- 
ceding 10-year period, it averaged 
around 46 percent of the total. 


Reports from growers indicate that 
the prospective 1955 cabbage acreage 
for both fresh market and kraut in 
the summer and early fall crop states 
will be about 3 percent less than last 
year. These summer and early fall 
crop states produce the bulk of the 
cabbage used for kraut. 


Sweet Corn for Processing 


An acreage of sweet corn for proc- 
essing about 10 percent less than was 
planted in 1954 is indicated for 1955, 
according to the Crop Reporting 
Board of USDA. 


This prospective decrease from the 
1954 planted acreage is based on re- 
ports received from processors in late 
March and early April. 


If these early season prospects ma- 
terialize, the 1955 plantings of sweet 
corn for canning, freezing, and other 
processing will total 436,480 acres. 
Last year the planted acreage was 
484,010 acres, and for the years 1944- 
53 it averaged 500,240 acres. 


Abandonment of planted acreage 
averaged about 7 percent annually 
during the past 10 years. If this loss 
is assumed for 1955, about 406,000 
acres would be harvested in 1955. 
This compares with 453,210 acres har- 
vested in 1954 and the average of 
466,950 acres. 


Of the 436,480 acres in prospect for 
processing this year, intentions re- 
ports indicate 388,420 acres will be 
planted for canning and 48,060 acres 
will be planted for freezing. The 
acreage indicated for canning is about 
7 percent less than last year’s plant- 
ings. The indicated acreage to be 
planted for freezing is 28 percent less 
than last year’s plantings. 


Acreage 

10-year 1054 1955 Percent 

ave. Re- Indi- change 

State 1044-53 vined cated from 
1054 

(acres) (acres) (acres) revised 

Maine...... 11,000 5,500 5,100 — 7 
> 400 500 500 0 
Vermont. ROO 700 700 0 
27,710 22.000 19,500 
12,490 13.000 12,300 — 5 
Ohio. . 18,420 8,400 8.00 — 5 
35,480 24,500 22,800 — 7 
.. 67,730 65,000 57,400 —12 
103 680 108,000 105.900 — 2 
Minn 86.500 9, 00 4.800 — 5 
36,570 28,700 21,800 —24 
4. 7,400 5.000 —32 
Md... 38.810 34.900 30,000 —14 
800 1,200 1,200 0 
9,220 11,300 8.900 —24 
„ 4,050 6,500 6,000 — 8 
. 13.550 17.700 10,900 —38 
11,570 15,600 12,900 
Other states’. 15,780 12.710 13,080 + 3 

U. 8. Total.. 500,240 484,010 436,480 — 9.8 

For canning 
and other 
processing. 453.540 416.040 388.420 — 6.8 
For freezing. 74,370 67,070 48,000 —28.5 


„Ark, Calif., Colo., Mich., Mont., Nebr., N. J., 
Okla., 8. D., Tenn., Texas and Wyo. * 1053. 
Estimates not available prior to 1053. 


= 
— 
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1954 Pack of Baby Foods 


The pack of canned baby foods dur- 
ing the calendar year 1954 totaled 
160,558,150 dozens compared with the 
156,419,977 dozens packed during 
1958, according to a report by the 
N.C.A. Division of Statistics. 

1953 1954 
(dozens) (dozens) 


117 674,950 123 192 
38. ost 37, 490 058 


156, 419, on 160.888. 150 


STRAINED BAY Foops 
Product 1943 
(dozens) 


27,136,511 
45,472,105 
$2,824,202 
12,241,052 


Chopped 


U. 


1954 
(dozens) 
28. 384.347 
48,646,626 
33,071 247 
12,064,972 


Vegetables... ........ 
Fruits 

Meat products 
Custards and puddings. 


in, 074, 950 128, 007.192 


CHOPPED OR JUNIOR Foops 
Product 1053 
(dozens) 
6,223,100 
15,640,501 
14,704,950 
2, 176. 


1954 

(dozens) 
5,424,803 
14,472,028 
15,006 ,023 
2,588,104 


Vegetables 

Fruits 

Meat products. . 
Custards and puddings. 


37,490,958 


Price Supports for Dry Beans 


Support prices for 1955-crop dry 
edible beans were announced April 8 
by the U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ture. The prices are established so as 
to return to growers the national aver- 
age support rate of $6.36 per 100 
pounds, 

Support prices for pinto, Great 
Northern, and pea and medium white 
beans vary by area, with the following 
ranges for 1954 and 1955: 


1954 1955 
(100 pounds, U. S. Vo. 1) 


66.73 7.23 $5.68-6.18 
7. 7 886 6,.33-6,.83 
7. 66-8. 16 6.68 7.18 


Great Northern. 
Vea and medium white, 


Support prices for other classes 
were announced as follows: 


1954 1955 
(100 pounds, 
. S. Vo. 1) 

$6.76 
8.01 
6.81 
6.01 
0.76 


Bal =. 01 


Support rates for pea beans have 
heen moved up 7 cents per 100 pounds 
in relation to other classes, USDA 


said, to establish a more competitive 
relationship between Great Northern 
and pea beans. This is the only 


change in price relationship between 
classes, 


Status of Legislation 


Wage-Hour Legislation—Senate 
Labor Subcommittee opened public 
hearings April 14 on legislation to 
amend Fair Labor Standards Act (see 
story, page 187). 

Trade Agreements Act—H.R. 1 was 
passed by House Feb. 18. Senate Fi- 
nance Committee resumed executive 
hearings on April 13, Chairman 
Byrd informally forecasts a report to 
the Senate by April 22. 

Antitrust penalties—H. R. 3659, to 
increase maximum penalties under the 
Sherman Act from $5,000 to $50,000, 
was passed by House March 29. Sen- 
ate Judiciary Committee has not 
scheduled hearings. 

Water pollution—Senate Public 
Works Subcommittee has rescheduled 
hearings for April 22-26 (see “Status” 
in INFORMATION LETTER of March 26, 
page 178). 

Statehood—H. R. 2535, providing 
statehood for Alaska and Hawaii, was 
reported by House Interior and In- 
sular Affairs Committee March 3, and 
still is pending before House Rules 
Committee. 

Hells Canyon Dam—Hearings were 
held April 4-6 in the Northwest by 
a subcommittee of the Senate Interior 
and Insular Affairs Committee. No 
further hearings scheduled. 

USDA appropriations—H. R. 5239, 
making appropriations for USDA for 
fiscal 1956, was passed by House 
March 28 and sent to Senate. Senate 
Appropriations Subcommittee holding 
hearings. 


Recordkeeping Requirements 

(Concluded from page 187) _ 
for export under the Sugar Act; all 
recordkeeping requirements prescribed 
by the Food and Drug Administration, 
the Social Security Administration, 
and the Fish and Wildlife Service; the 
records required of employers under 
the Fair Labor Standards Act and the 
Walsh-Healey Public Contracts Act; 
and those still effective recordkeeping 
requirements under the price control 
provisions of the Defense Production 
Act. 


The scope and variety of the record- 
keeping requirements imposed by fed- 
eral law is such that the requirements 
applicable to particular canners will 
vary broadly. Interested canners may 
obtain a copy of the complete listing 
from the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


National Agricultural Policy 


The President has appointed three 
men to fill expired terms on the Na- 
tional Agricultural Advisory Commis- 
sion. 

The new appointees are Roswell H. 
Anderson, Wibaux, Mont.; Arthur B. 
Evans, Cedarville, Ohio; and Arthur 
C. Lawrence, Apex, N. C. The three 
will serve on the 18-man bipartisan 
commission until January 31, 1958. 
All three appointees have been active 
in farm programs and operate their 
own farms. 

Members whose terms expired Jan- 
uary 31 of this year were W. W. An- 
drews, Goldsboro, N. C.; Delmont L. 
Chapman, Newport, Mich.; and Ster- 
ling J. Swigart, Sidney, Mont. 

Members of the 18-man commission 
were listed in the INFORMATION LET- 
TER of April 3, 1954, page 154. 


Evaluating Quality of Foods 


Howard R. Smith of the N. C. A. 
Washington Research Laboratory de- 
livered a paper before the Pittsburgh 
section of the Institute of Food Tech- 
nologists on April 12. The paper 
covered “Evaluating the Quality of 
Processed Foods” from the point of 
view of the food technologist. The 
same subject was discussed by Mr. 
Smith at a sanitation seminar spon- 
sored by the Klenzade Corporation at 
French Lick, Ind. 


Copies of Mr. Smith’s paper are 
available upon request from the 
N.C.A. Washington Research Labora- 
tory. 


Dr. Stier Elected 


Dr. Howard L. Stier, Director of 
the N. C. A. Statistics Division, has 
been elected vice president of the 
American Marketing Association, an 
association for the advancement of 
science in marketing, for the year 
1955-56. 


Leslie A. Friend 


Word was received this week of the 
death on March 28 of Leslie A. Friend, 
91, treasurer and co-founder of Friend 
Brothers, Inc., Melrose, Mass. With 
the late Victor A. Friend, he had 
founded the firm in 1892. Both of 
them were well known in the food in- 
dustry as bakers and canners. Leslie 
Friend was born in Brooklin, Me., in 
1864 and served as treasurer of the 
company until his death, which oc- 
curred at his home in Melrose. 
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Information Letter 


Canned Asparagus for VA 


The Veterans Administration has 
invited sealed bids to furnish the fol- 
lowing: 


AsPanacus—8,500 dozen No. 10 cans, all 

rs, Fancy (Grade A), comply- 
eral Specification JJJ-A-711b and 
Amendment 1, Type II. Style 4, 1955 crop, 
regular commercial labels, f. o. b. origin or des- 
tination; or equivalent in No. 2% or No, 2 
cans. Bids due under 8-324 by May 10. 


Wage-Hour Legislation 
(Concluded from page 187) 
istration will be placed on record as 
to its position with regard to the agri- 
cultural and fishery processing ex- 

emptions. 

As soon as this information becomes 
available, it will be reported in the 
INFORMATION LETTER. 

Too late to be reported in this issue 
of the INFORMATION LETTER is the tes- 
timony of the Solicitor and Act- 
ing Wage and Hour Administrator of 
the Labor Department. This testi- 
mony was presented on April 15. 

Hearings are scheduled to continue 
probably for several weeks with testi- 
mony of labor organizations to begin 
Monday, April 18. 


British Canned Foods Exhibit 


The achievements of canned food in 
scientific discovery and exploration, 
in research and rescue operations, and 
their remarkable longevity records 
were featured in a recent exhibition 
in London, England, reported by The 
Canned Foods Advisory Bureau of 
that city. 


Among the outstanding exhibits 
were a canister which contained dried 
beef for troops in the Crimean War 
(1853-55); a Christmas pudding 
canned in 1900; a field service ration 
from the Boer War (1899-1902); and 
a selection of self-heating cans used 
by lifeboat crews and others for relief 
of thoge in distress. 


Special exhibits portrayed the early 
history of canned foods and their use 
in war. One of the outstanding items 
of interest was the display devoted 
to some of the earliest canned foods on 
record, including a portion of veal 
from a can sealed in 1824. 

Another exhibit showed cans of beer 
that had been exposed to an atomic ex- 
plosion conducted by The Royal Navy, 
Army and Air Force Institutes at 
Monte Bello. The explosion vaporized 
two structures but left intact 18,000 
cans. It was stated, “The beer was 
found to be uncontaminated and was 
declared ‘fit for human consumption.“ 


FDA Statement on Contents 
(Concluded from page 187) 
tainers, the liquid packing medium 

included, 

This statement of interpretation on 
weight declarations has no effect on 
the fill of container standards for 
canned oysters. As before, the drained 
weight of the oysters taken from each 
container must not be less than 59 
percent of the water capacity of the 
container. The present announcement 
by the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion is concerned solely with the re- 
quirements of Section 403 (e) (2) of 
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act, which requires that all foods in 
package form bear an accurate label 
statement of the quantity of food in 
the container. 


Following is the text of the inter- 
pretative statement, as published in 
the Federal Register of April 9: 


TITLE 21—FOOD AND DRUGS 
Chapter I—Food and Drug Adminis- 

tration, Department of Health, Edu- 

cation, and Welfare 
Part 83—STATEMENTS OF GENERAL 

POLICY OR INTERPRETATION 

DECLARATION OF QUANTITY OF CONTENTS 

ON LABELS FOR CANNED OYSTERS 

By authority vested in the Secretary 
of Health, Education, and Welfare by 
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act (sec. 701 (a), 52 Stat. 1055; 21 
U. S. C. 871 (a)) and delegated to the 
Commissioner of Food and Drugs by 
the yy (20 F. R. 1996), and 
pursuant to the provisions of the Ad- 


ministrative Procedure Act (sec. 3, 60 

Stat. 237, 238; 5 U.S.C. 1002), the 

Sy ane statement of interpretation 


$3.88 Declaration of quantity of 
contents on labels for canned oysters. 
(a) For many years packers of canned 
oysters in the Gulf area of the United 
States have labeled their output with 
a declaration of the drained weight 
of oysters in the containers. Packers 
in other areas have marketed canned 
oysters with a declaration of the total 
weight of the contents of the con- 
tainer. Investigation reveals that un- 
der present-day practice consumers 
generally do not discard the liquid 
packing medium, but use it as a part 
of the food. Section 403 (e) (2) of 
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act and the regulations thereunder 
require food in package form to bear 
an accurate label statement of the 
quantity of food in the container. 


(b) It is concluded that compliance 
with the label declaration of quantity 
of contents requirement will be met 
by an accurate declaration of the total 
weight of the contents of the can. The 
requirements of § 36.6 of this chapter, 
establishing a standard of fill of con- 
tainer for canned oysters and speci- 
fying the statement of substandard 
fill for those canned oysters failing to 
meet that standard, remain unaffected 
by this interpretation. 

(See. 701, 62 Stat. 1055; 21 U.S.C, 371, Inter- 


rets or applies sec. 403, 562 Stat. 1047; 21 
B.C, 343) 


Dated: April 4, 1955. 
[Seal] Geo. P. LARRICK, 
Commissioner of Food and Drugs 
F. R. Doc. 55-2911 ; Filed, Apr. 8, 1955 ; 8:48 a.m.) 
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